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Agenda

• Introduction to OSEA
• Setting the Context
• About Green Energy Act
• Core Components
• Get Involved!



About OSEA

What is OSEA?
• Province-wide, member-based non-profit association 

founded in 1999 for sustainability advancement.

Who is OSEA?
• 1500+ (75 organizations plus individuals) 
• The Sustainable Energy Sector and Community Power, 

including individuals, First Nations, co-ops, farmers, 
businesses, municipalities and other institutions.



Founders of the 
Green Energy Act Alliance

Formed June 2008 – after RESOP hiatus



Community Energy

• Local ownership 
• [***Insert local information***]
• Preferential tax treatments for community 

energy projects



Local Benefits of Community 
Power

• 5-10 times more benefits vs. traditional 
centralized models



Protecting the Environment

• Establish a sustainable energy system
• Environmental energy projects
• “One project, one process” approach



A Green Energy Act

• Proposed legislation to support renewable 
energy and conservation

• Vision - Make Ontario a global leader in clean, 
renewable energy and conservation, creating 
thousands of jobs, economic prosperity, energy 
security and climate protection



Intent

• Enable all Ontarians to participate and 
benefit from green energy as conservers 
and generators, at the lowest total cost.



GEA Targets vs. OPA Plan Targets:
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Core Components of the GEA

• Conservation
• Green Energy Procurement
• Advanced Renewable Tariffs (ART)
• Obligation to Connect
• Grid Evolution 
• Financing Green Energy
• Valuing Green Energy
• Engaging First Nations & Métis Communities
• Protecting Vulnerable Consumers
• Standardizing Regulatory Processes



“Be the Change to a Culture of 
Conservation”

-Peter Love, Chief Conservation Officer, Ontario



Conservation

The GEA supports a culture of 
conservation by:

– Empowering consumers
– Providing financing

– Energy efficiency
– Education

– Protecting energy intensive industries



Conservation

• Mandate a commitment to continuously 
improve conservation
– 2.5% annual reduction in energy needs



Green Energy Procurement

• Grant priority purchase of power from green 
energy projects

• Principle procurement method:
– Advanced Renewable Tariffs



Advanced Renewable Tariffs

• Guarantees the ability to sell energy 
produced for a guaranteed price and 
period of time



Advanced Renewable Tariffs

• Differentiate tariffs based on:
• Technology
• Resource intensity
• Project scale
• Project location

• Reasonable rate of return
• 100% inflation protection



Advanced Renewable Tariffs

• Open and transparent process
• No cap on project/program size or voltage
• Creates a stable investment climate and 

jobs
– Profitability Index Model



Obligation to Connect

The Green Energy Act must provide:

A. Obligation to Connect
B. Priority Grid Access
C. Recovery and Allocation of Costs



Obligation to Connect 

A. Obligation to Connect

• An obligation by utilities to connect green 
energy projects to the grid



Obligation to Connect

B. Priority Grid Access

• An obligation by transmitters, distributors 
and the IESO to grant priority grid access 
to green projects



Obligation to Connect 

C. Recovery and Allocation of Costs

• Transmitters and distributors entitled to 
recover all related costs



Grid Upgrades and Evolution

• Adopt “smart” grid technologies
– Including energy storage

• Transform Ontario’s energy system
– Highly centralized � Provincially distributed



Grid Upgrades and Evolution

• Enable “smart”, “green” and “healthy” grid
• Remove barriers
• Encourage development of grid assets
• Strengthen transmission system
• Promote system efficiency
• Provide incentives for operators of ART 

funded projects



Grid Upgrades and Evolution

The “smart” grid

• Transforms electricity transmission
• Improve the efficiency, reliability and safety of 

power
• Save consumers money and reduce CO2

emissions 



Financing Green Energy

• Green Energy Debt Finance Program
• Community Power Corporation



Financing Green Energy

Green Energy Debt Finance Program

• Seed projects until the financial market for 
renewable becomes established 



Financing Green Energy

Community Power Corporation

• Build capacity of local community to 
develop projects

• Ensure equal opportunity for participation



Valuing Green Energy

• Adjust electricity pricing to reflect true 
costs



Engaging First Nations & Métis 
Communities

• Removes barriers in current RFP 
processes 

• Become developers and owners of green 
energy projects



Protecting Vulnerable Consumers

• Reduce energy burden through:
• Conservation
• Bill assistance
• Innovative utility policies
• Stronger consumer protection



Standardizing Regulatory 
Processes

• Streamline approvals that enable rapid 
development of green energy projects 
provincially
– Including one-window approach to First 

Nations & Métis consultation
• Leads to meaningful engagement and creates 

certainty within the province



The Goal

To make Ontario a global leader in clean, 
renewable energy and conservation, creating 
thousands of jobs, economic prosperity, 
energy security and climate protection.  

To enable all Ontarians to participate and 
benefit from green energy as conservers and 
generators, at the lowest cost to consumers.



Join the GEA Alliance

• Support the Vision, Goals and Key Components of the 
Draft Proposal for a GEA (Executive Summary & 
Alliances draft’ proposal)

• Agree to have your name or organization’s name on 
official membership list and relevant campaign materials

• You will receive Newsletter and invitations to all major 
GEA events

• Please hand in your GEA Alliance membership form 
before you leave today



Actions

� Sign the petition
� Get informed
� Talk to folks
� Become a Member of the GEA 

Alliance
� Contribute your stories and feedback 

to the Alliance
� Organize an event
� Engage the government
� Take your message to the media
� Become a Sponsor
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For more tools, tips and 
resources, see the full kit at:

www.ontario-sea.org
or

www.greenenergyact.ca



Alliance Contacts: 

Tamar Adams (General queries & sponsorship)
416-597-2748 x227
info@greenenergyact.ca
Jane Story (Road Show & Grassroots media)
416-977-4441 x222
jane@ontario-sea.org
Khlaire Parré (Road Show)
416-977-4441 x225
khlaire@ontario-sea.ca
Mike Layton (Campaign events)
416-323-9521 x257
mlayton@environmentaldefence.ca







Procurement Order

• All economic conservation
• All economic renewable generation
• All economic waste heat recovery
• All economic dispersed, high efficiency 

generation



Community Energy

Components of community energy
– Planning

– Ownership
– Community power corporation

– Expanded role for local distribution companies
– Land pool leasing arrangements



REnewing Employment

• Evolution in light of Climate Change

• Economic Development
• Expanding RE and Conservation Sectors

• Green Collar Jobs
• Unions, unskilled labour, university and college 

graduates



Economic Development 
Potential for Canada
• Renewable energy projects create new 

jobs in manufacturing, transportation and 
construction

• Industry Canada states that by 2012
– 13,000 green jobs

– $10 Billion in revenues



Current state of the industry in Ontario:

• Turbine tower (Exhibition Place) was made in Ajax

• New solar/silicon manufacturing plant in Vaughan

• Most of the employees are former auto workers

• Land Leasing ($2-5K/yr/turbine)

• Community Power - Local Renewable Energy project ownership:
• First Nations

• Co-operatives

• Local land owners

Economic Development 
Potential for Ontario


